
Rosie’s Law Initiative

Policy Overview for Illinois Legislators

Purpose

Rosie’s Law Initiative is a legislative effort to modernize how Illinois courts handle disputes involving
companion animals. It supports a targeted update allowing courts to consider caregiving history and
animal well-being when resolving possession disputes.

Inspiration

Rosie’s Law Initiative was inspired by a real court case involving a companion animal whose
caregiving relationship was not reflected in the legal outcome. This case highlighted a structural
gap in how courts evaluate possession disputes involving animals.

The Current Legal Gap

Under current Illinois law, companion animals are treated as personal property. Courts are often
limited to ownership determinations and are not clearly authorized to evaluate caregiving or welfare
considerations.

Proposed Legal Framework

The initiative supports language allowing courts to consider the well-being of a companion animal
and caregiving history. This is a discretionary standard that expands what courts may evaluate
without mandating outcomes.

Illustrative Factors

Daily caregiving, veterinary care, financial responsibility, emotional bond, stability of environment,
and any history of neglect or disruption.

Legal Positioning

This approach does not change the classification of animals as property, does not create a new
cause of action, and operates within existing civil procedure frameworks.



Policy Rationale

Provides courts with tools to reach equitable outcomes while reflecting real caregiving relationships
and continuity of care.

Implementation Impact

No new infrastructure required. No mandated increase in litigation. Preserves judicial discretion.
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